
RDA Newsletter
June 2011

www.sunshinecoastrda.com

Charity Golf Day Update
Representatives from the Henzell Foundation, 
Pelican Waters Golf Club and the Caloundra RSL 
presented us with a cheque for $15,000 on Mon 
9th May. This will be a great boost in our effort to 
raise a deposit to purchase our own land. Thanks 
to all who came to support us on the day.
L to R  - Sandy Callaghan (Henzells), Gary Waters 
(Pelican Waters), Matty Sormani, Volunteer Robyn 
Humphries, Lloyd Mills (CEO Caloundra RSL) 

Centre Update
There's always lots happening behind the scenes with our "landlord" - most of you 
don't necessarily hear about them if you don't come on a Mon or Tues when we hold 
brief meetings. (Oh, I forgot to mention that things change so quickly, I can't keep 
everyone updated before they change again!!)
Mr Gibbs has given us formal notice to vacate the property by the end of August, 
unless he rescinds this in writing.
Hence the media frenzy at the moment. Since that was written he's taken the 
property off the market, but we've not had any written notification about rescinding 
the Aug deadline.
During the Easter break, when we received his email, the coaches and committee 
were busy trying to source another location to operate from. We have found a very 
suitable parcel of land of approx 24 acres within 5 mins drive of our current location. 
This is up for sale. The asking price is $550,000, but we are hopeful to be able to 
negotiate it lower.
The aim is to raise as much of a deposit as possible so the loan repayments on the 
balance are within our operating budget.
It may seem daunting, but there is a lot of community support for us and many 
others are just as determined as we are to see our services continue at a permanent 
home.

In other news, Mr Gibbs has informed us that he will be shutting us down for 6 
weeks while he pulls the deck and ramp away from the arena to cement around the 
arena footings. The latest email indicates June 11 as a start date. His wish is for as 
many volunteers as possible to help him do this work and thereby lead to a shorter 
period that we are closed down.

This is a huge boost to morale and has the potential to secure a permanent Sunshine 
Coast centre for years into the future. 
If this eventually does go ahead, there'll be plenty to do! Moving house is never easy!!
We are already in talks with council to change the Material Change of Use (MCU), and 
Council and Dept of Sport and Recreation are keen to help us with funding options to 
set up once we can show ownership. It's all steam ahead!



Media Spotlight
Channel Nine WIN News came to our centre on Tues 10th May to do a story after 
discovering we have been given Notice to Vacate by the end of August. Our riders from 
Kuluin and Nambour Special School were featured on the TV alongside 
teacher/therapist, parents, our President Matty and coach Jan. True to form we all 
kept the story positive and upbeat!! Since then an article about us was in SC Daily.

Condolences
Our heartfelt sympathies go to Matty and Fred Sormani, children and grandchildren 
on the passing of Matty's Dad, Lorenz, 96, on Sat 7th May. Most of you would already 
know Matty had been her Dad's primary carer at home for many years.

Fund-Raising Effort
In another effort to raise much needed funds for our centre, a dedicated group of 
volunteers headed out on Mother's Day to assist with catering, pencilling and scoring 
for the judges at the Noosa and Eumundi District Dressage (NEDDs) day held at 
Tewntin Pony Club grounds.
Thanks go to the following for their assistance :  Matty Sormani, Megan Swainson, 
Vicki Knights, Katie McDonald, Maggie McDonald, Tiffany Sparkes, Skye Knights, 
Courtney, Maddy Rohner, Julie Templeton, Ali Kuylaars, Sue Fanning, Helen Gibson, 
Zane Hacker, Angie Schellack, Darren Vincent, Paula, Ruby, Eloise.
CONGRATULATIONS to two of our riders, Katie McDonald and Tiffany Sparkes, who 
competed and placed on the day! 

The next NEDDs days which will be fund-raisers for RDA is on June 11th and 12th. 
Anyone who could help out on these days are  invited to contact Matty with your 
preferred day and time.

Communication
In an effort to make sure everyone is in the picture with regards to what's happening at 
the centre, the Newsletter was developed on a monthly basis this year (or sometimes 
twice monthly, if there's lots of news) and is emailed to everyone. In more recent 
months, the Newsletter is also posted on our website.
Following from a letter received this week from RDAQ Vice President, there was a 
comment that not all our members are kept informed and are unhappy at our 
suspension from RDAQ. Should anyone feel they have concerns, queries or comments 
to make, I would hope they could be brought to a committee member for discussion 
and depending on the nature of the concern, this could then be taken to a General 
Meeting. Please approach a committee member - we try to make our centre an open 
book as far as communicating is concerned and I'd like to think of our members as 
part of a big SCRDA family.

Written Support Letters
Are you a parent of a rider, a school liaison person or community group team 
member??
SCRDA is looking for letters of support from participants to enhance applications for 
grant submissions. If you'd be happy to endorse our programs with a letter of how 
they have been of benefit to the riders who come, please do !!
A letter from a participant or family member will go a long way to prove our worth 
when apply for funding. See Matty, Jan, Julie or your coach on the day for further info.




