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Welcome to 2011
Despite the deluge of rain, we hope you've all had a joyful festive season and a restful 
break, with renewed energy for the year ahead! Not all of us have had a holiday 
though, and Matty and Megan in particular have been working full time on new 
ventures and horse care. Many of you may already be aware that our benefactor and 
"landlord" has put the property on the Open Market for Sale. If a sale should be 
made, he has also given us notice of 30 days to vacate. So, the big priority for us at 
the moment is to find that elusive Secret Millionaire!! Keep your ears and eyes open 
and please spread the word to everyone you speak to about our plight. You never 
know who you might be talking to!!    JOIN RDA for 2011 NOW! see website

An Invitation to the RDA Shop
You are all invited to the Grand Opening of the RDA Shop on Tuesday 1st February 
from 4 - 6 pm. Come along and have some fun and have a look at the shop. There 
will be free drinks and nibbles, a raffle, lucky door prize and a sausage sizzle. The 
shop is at 1/8 Farrell St, Yandina and will be selling good quality second-hand 
equestrian items - anything from saddles to clothing and everything in between! 
Ultimately the hope is that the shop will open 7 days and be staffed by volunteers. If 
you know someone who might be interested in helping, please let us know. Any 
unwanted equestrian gear gratefully received!! RSVP to Matty on 5447 0450 if 
attending the Opening.

Website
Ali is continuing to update the 
website so both Volunteers and 
Clients can have easy access to 
information about the Programs, 
Timetabling and the Centre. This 
information is essential for the 
smooth running of the Centre. 
Please regularly check the website 
for important dates and info.
A HUGE thank you to Ali!!

VOLUNTEER TRAINING 
DAYS

MON 21st, Tues 22nd FEB

9 -12 noon

ALL WELCOME

RIDING STARTS

from  MON 28th FEB

CARRIAGE DRIVING STARTS

from FRI 4th MARCH

www.sunshinecoastrda.com

Membership
Membership Applications or Renewals are now 
due.
2011 Membership is $25 which includes a 
tasteful but small RDA lapel pin which can be 
worn anywhere! The website has all the relevant 
forms or you can pick one up at the Office. 
Social membership is also an option for those 
who don't want to be hands on with the horses - 
yes, you can help our Centre by being a Social 
Member!



Did You Know....?
Our President, Matty Sormani, has been 
nominated for an Australia Day Award!!
I believe she was "not happy" when informed 
of her nomination, but she deserves this 
recognition for the huge amount of never-
ending, hard work and enthusiasm she puts 
into SCRDA. Many of you never see the 
number of hours she puts in at the Centre, as 
well as the hours of the day and night from 
home. Well done, Matty!!

SADDLE CLUB starts on

19 Feb for Group 1

26 Feb for Group 2

EAL PROGRAM starts on

16th Feb

Did You Know.....?
SCRDA is offering our volunteers riding lessons - either private or small groups.
A number of our volunteers have taken up the challenge of learning how to ride to give 
them a better understanding of the processes our clients go through in our sessions.
Group lessons are conducted after the normal RDA sessions by our qualified RDA and 
EFA coaches. The most economical way to do this is to get a group of 3 other friends 
together and book a lesson. 
You'll be helping yourselves to learn a new skill as well as helping RDA!
Ask today if you are interested!!

Horse Courses
During the recent Summer school holidays, RDA offered a Junior Horse Course to 
young people from ages 8 - 14. This was a course aimed at learning about horses 
through theory and practical tasks over 4 mornings. 7 children attended the classes 
and we would hope to repeat these classes in the next holiday period.
If you know someone who might be interested, contact the Centre or check the website.

Congratulations!!
In the last half of 2010, 3 of our OTC coaches 
were assessed to the next level in the RDA 
Coaching System.
Julie Templeton, Yvonne Ellis and Jan 
O'Halloran were successful in attaining their 
Level 1 Coaching Accreditation.
If you are interested in coaching at RDA, 
speak to any of the coaches about how to 
start this process. The more the merrier!!

Baby News
Congratulations to Ben and Linda 
Skerrett who are expecting their first 
baby.
Congratulations to Yvonne and Dave 
Ellis (and the twins) on the safe arrival 
of son (and brother) Rhys on Jan 19.
Congratulations to Emily (ex-carer for 
Luke), Morgan and family on the safe 
arrival of son Oliver on Dec 18.

Maintenance Team Needs Help
It's always the same at this time of the year, but particularly this year with the wet 
weather conditions. The grass grows faster than we can mow it! Our maintenance 
team, headed by David Butler, has had a tough time trying to get the required jobs 
done during the few lulls in the wet weather. 
If you feel you could help our Maintenance Team to get the Centre back in tip-top 
condition ready for the start of our new year, please contact the Centre, Matty or 
David with your offer to help.

AGM Date Claimer
The date for SCRDA AGM is Sunday 13th March at 10am at RDA. BBQ to follow.




