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CENTRE UPDATE
As the year draws to a close for our 
programs, the Committee would like 
to thank all the volunteers for their 
dedication in keeping our Centre a 
vibrant and exciting place for our 

clients. Well done, everyone!

We wish everyone - riders, parents, 
volunteers, carers, staff and 

especially our wonderful supporters 
and sponsors - a wonderful Festive 
Season and a very Happy New Year.

See you all in 2013!!
Even though the programs are coming to an end for this 
year, the work behind the scenes will continue.
The horses will have a much-needed break for Decenber 
before coming back into work for the school holiday 
camps in January. More elsewhere in the newsletter on 
these camps.
Also, with the warm and moist conditions, property 
maintenance will be a priority and will need a team of 
workers happy to mow, whippersnip, slash and round up. 
Volunteers will be called on to be part of this team and 
dedicated days will be allocated, depending on the 
weather! See Calendar of Events.
Our hard-working volunteers put in many long hours, 
some of which may go unnoticed. We are conducting a 
volunteer survey of the hours our volunteers put in so we 
can put a dollar value that they contribute to the 
Sunshine Coast community. If you are a volunteer, you 
should have received the survey. If not, please contact 
admin so this can be rectified. Please complete it for this 
year and return as soon as practical.
A new horse - Kikko, a clydesdale cross - has been 
purchased thanks to the generosity of Toni Simpson. More 
info on Kikko next month.

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL 
or  APPLICATION FORM 
 FOR 2013 IS NOW 
AVAILABLE ON THE 
WEBSITE. MEMBERSHIP 
FEES REMAIN THE SAME 
at $25. PAYMENT CAN BE 
CASH, CHEQUE OR EFT.



Calendar of Events
8th January - Working Bee 8.30 - 11am
9th January - Under 10's one day camp. Contact 
                      Julie 0427 764 307
10, 11th January - Holiday Camp
12th January - Working Bee 8.30 - 11am
17, 18th January - Holiday Camp
22nd January - Working Bee 8.30 - 11am
24, 25th January - Holiday Camp
2nd February - Working Bee 8.30 - 11am
4 - 8 February - Volunteer Training Week
11-15 February - Sign on Week for all Clients
12th February - Working Bee 8.30 - 11am
16th February - Working Bee 8.30 - 11am
Tues 19th Feb - RDA Riding Sessions begin

Xmas Cards
Sunshine Coast RDA has 
Xmas Card packs for sale at 
both the Centre and the 
Saddlery Shop in Yandina. 
They are another great way for 
you to support us as well as 
spreading the word about 
RDA. There is a selection of 
plain greeting cards too for 
your other occasions.

Volunteer of the Month

Desleigh Allen
Desleigh has been a dedicated and valued member of 
RDA for many, many years. She's hard to miss with 
her beaming smile and infectious laugh. Desleigh has 
been a leader in the group rides in the past, but of 
recent times you can find her on Carriage Driving 
days. She is wonderful in assisting the clients, 
especially the wheelchair clients, to prepare for their 
session. Desleigh has also taken on an administrative 
role to assist Julie. She has taken over the organising 

of the volunteers and clients for 
carriage driving program this 
year. She has done a great job 
making sure everyone is 
contacted before the day. She 
also makes sure we have water 
on hot days & has everyone on 
a roster for a tasty morning tea. 
She does that extra bit that 
makes it all work smoothly. 

 Thanks Desleigh!

    RETIREMENT NEWS
Another of our horses has been 
retired. Indi has been with RDA 
for many years, firstly as a 
ridden horse and eventually 
trained and assessed as a 
carriage horse as well. Indi was 
always distinctive with his 
almost non-existant mane and 
tail, his "grumpy" face and his 
fair skin which needed much 
protection from the sun in 
summer. He was much happier 
as a carriage horse as he 
wasn't closely surrounded by 
people. He has gone to a 
property of many acres where 
he has multiple friends to boss!

Gift Problems??
     NO MORE PROBLEMS!
Sunshine Coast RDA has GIFT 
VOUCHERS for sale.
These could be used to pay for 
a Rider's 2013 membership, 
for the riding sessions or to 
allow someone special to join 
the school holiday camps.
$100 each and available at the 
Office or by contacting 
admin@sunshinecoastrda.com

It's Camp Time again!
Following the very successful camp in the Oct 
school holidays, we will once again be offering 
camps in January. These are suitable for more 
independent young people who are happy to have a 
sleepover away from home. 
As before, it will be "first in, best dressed" if you'd 
like to participate as numbers will be limited to 10 
for each camp.
We will also be offering a one day camp for the 
Under 10's - no sleepover for this one. See Calendar.




