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"OPEN DAY" SPECIAL EDITION!
THE SKIES SHONE - AN OUTSTANDING SUCCESS!

It was to be our FIRST Open Day at our New and Permanent Home. Two weeks before 
the Open Day, there were mumblings that we would have to cancel the Open Day due 
to the "big wet" and the boggy ground. It was unseasonably wet for winter but we all 
had our fingers crossed and pleas were asked of our guardian angel, Sarah, for fine 
weather to appear - and it did - just in time for everything to dry out! Mowing, tidying 
and parking of vehicles in the paddocks could now go ahead...
On the day, Saturday 4th August, it was blue skies without a breath of wind - a 
perfect Sunshine Coast winter's day! The gazebos were up, the seating prepared, the 
food was readied and the other competition and raffle tables were set up. The program 
commenced at 10am with the Carriage Driving demonstration, followed by the 
Welcome and Presentation of Badges to Life Members and Long-Serving Volunteers. 
Then it was on to the Parade of our Horses where Trigger couldn't resist a roll in the 
sand! Linda Skerrett and her horse Phoenix (who is on loan to RDA) gave a natural 
horsemanship demonstration of "at liberty" skills and tricks. The Hippotherapy team 
invited Breanna and Jack to demonstrate and both were stars in their own way. Jack 
particularly revelled in having such a huge audience to chat to! Next some members of 
Noosa District State High School showed their skills in the Group Ride demonstration, 
followed by a lunch break. The audience were able to avail themselves of a choice of a 
traditional sausage sizzle or a platter of toasted bruschetta with cheeses, tomato salsa 
oil and balsalmic dressing. Thanks to Chef Zane (also a volunteer) who created this 
culinary masterpiece! After lunch it was the Saddle Club's turn to showcase their 
riding skills including a "gymnastic-on-horseback" presentation. Skye and Laurundel 
Gelata finished the ridden programs with a beautiful Dressage demonstration for all to 
enjoy!
Lastly, it was time for the raffle drawing, guess the weight of the horse competition 
and the horseshoe throwing competition.
Thanks to all who helped, participated and attended. We hope you had a wonderful 
time and you'll come again next year!



Thank you for your 
support for our OPEN DAY.
Starshots Glamour Photography
Cooroy IGA
Cooroy Saddlery
Jeffers Food Market
Kenilworth Cheese
Cooroy Fruit Bowl
Joe's Waterhole
Berkelouw Books
Pets Fur Ever
Infuse Glass Designs
Slate Vases
PieVista Bakery
Rosie & Cath McNally
Serene Thai
Maple St Acupuncture
Gelignite Jacks
Twig and Grace
Cooroy Mitre 10
Cooroy Amcal Chemist
Cooroy Guardian Chemist
Kev and Ken the Flower Pot Men
Cooroy Post Office
Cooroy Butchers 
Richies Bakery
Cooroy Meat Hall
Cooroy Hot Bread Kitchen
Sauers Cooroy
Coolum Surf Club
Nambour Golf Club
The Bee Man
Noosa Bakery
Woolworths Chancellor Park
Yandina Art Framing

VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH

BETTY SOWTER
Betty grew up on a cattle property in 
western Qld. She has been a long-standing 
member of RDA on the Sunshine Coast for 
over 15 years. Betty has been a volunteer 
at all the locations for RDA on the coast - 
Palmwoods, Yandina and now at North 
Arm. She used to be a Leader at both 
Palmwoods and Yandina and there are 
many who will remember that she was 
predominantly Dougal's Leader for much of 
the time at Yandina! Despite not liking 
having her photo taken, it seems she 
regularly ends up in the photos taken at 
RDA!
Betty always cooks and brings Morning Tea 
for the Tues volunteers. When not doing 
other tasks, she will be found in the 
kitchen cleaning up and washing up the 
cups, plates, spoons etc after morning tea!
In recent times at North Arm, she has 
taken on a new role of Rider Notes Co-
Ordinator - making sure that all  the side-
walkers fill in their Rider Notes for the 
session just completed. Congratulations 
Betty - you are one of the strengths of our 
organisation.

A HUGE THANK YOU to all 
the Volunteers, Parents and 

Spouses who went out of 
their way to create such a 
wonderful OPEN DAY! You 

know who you are!

THANKS SO MUCH!!




